Media Production
Debbie Krikourian – http://mrsk.net and http://edline.net
Welcome!

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  There will be three distinct components to this class operating simultaneously throughout the year.
Literary Magazine: This course will provide students with an opportunity to explore the field of print media and journalism by creating the middle school literary magazine for the year. The course will offer instruction in media design and editing, proofing, page layout, meeting deadlines, and team management. The magazine will include a collection of SMS student work in the following genre areas: short stories, poetry, comics, and plays. Students will be responsible for working with the instructor and the printer to meet deadlines and produce the final project. 
Video Production: This course will provide students with an opportunity to explore the field of broadcast journalism by contributing to a school video yearbook, public service announcements, and short movies on Instructor selected topics. The course offers instruction and practice in scripting, proofreading, storyboarding, filming, editing, stop animation and DVD/ video production of feature stories, editorials, and PSA videos. Students will also receive instruction and practice in digital image management/editing, basic sound and music production for video and ethical practices. All students will create and enter a project into the SEVA awards. 
Student Website: This course will provide a forum for students to find out what is happening on campus.  It will be a work in progress as students mold it into their own informational masterpiece.  Students will learn the different media sources available to use on the net and the strengths/weaknesses of each from blogs to noodles.  They will be responsible for learning and implementing the design process in their website.  Special attention will be given on ethics and privacy issues.  
Classroom Policies

1. Be On Time (in your assigned seat BEFORE the bell rings).  A student is considered tardy if (s)he is not in assigned seat when the bell begins to ring.  In order for a tardy to be excused, the student must have an excused tardy slip from the office or another teacher.  Tardiness is reported to the office and school consequences are followed.  In addition, students will also lose one citizenship grade for every three classroom tardies. 
2. Be Respectful (have HEART).  Students who are not respectful will be given an in-house suspension for the remainder of the day and the next.  This class is full of equipment that may cause harm to the student and it is important for everyone to be respectful of each other, the teacher, and the classroom equipment.  Any student breaking or losing equipment will replace it.  Upon the second suspension, the student loses the right to participate in classroom projects and will be given an alternative research project.
3. Be Responsible (remember YOU are in charge of your future).  Responsibility is your job.  Students refusing to do their job, lower their grades.
4. Be Safe (so that you may have a future).  Safety is important to everyone’s well being.  Anyone not following safety rules will be subject to the same consequences as number two, “Be Respectful”.   
Attendance Policies

1. Attendance is very important in this class. School policy is in force here. Since I don’t give homework, class participation, activities and tests are the only grades earned.
2. If you are sick, it is your responsibility to notify the instructor in order to get an alternative assignment or make up class work on student’s time.
Grading Policies

1. All grades are listed on http://edline.net.  If you don’t have internet access, come in at lunch to download your work or get your grade.

2. I grade on a point system. Each day a student receives 10 points if they are present and in their seat on time. Each page of work completed is worth 10 points. All quizzes and tests are open notes, so it is important to keep notes in a binder or on your computer “g drive". Tests are worth 25 points and quizzes are worth 10 points. 

3. Grading Scale:  A – 90-100%, B – 80-89%, C – 70 – 79%, D – 60 – 69%, F – 0 – 59%

Laboratory Policies

1. Check the lab materials before and after you work on any assignment to make sure everything is in its place and not damaged.  If you don’t do this and the next group finds missing items, you are responsible for replacing the damage done.  Do your part to keep this program running.
2. If you have a question while working, place your name on the board under the previous name listed.
3. Help your neighbor if they are stuck.
4. Make sure hands are clean before touching the computer to make sure germs aren’t spread. 

5. Obey safety rules at all times!
Current News

All grades and information are posted daily on the Edline site, http://edline.net.  In this class, you will need:  plug and play webcam (optional), project folder(s), pencil, colored pencils, paper, 4Mb USB storage stick each day.  We will use the items listed daily, so be prepared or it will cost you points.  If you need assistance in obtaining the items listed, see me privately.  
The Technology Lab is costly to run.  Consumables are needed for the program.  There are many ways in which to help cover some of the costs. To cover some of the cost, I am collecting used cell phones, and laser and ink cartridges.  Go to http://www.fundingfactory.com to see what is accepted as donations.  I will even pick up the donations from a local business. Otherwise, send all donations to room S-2 (next to the CAVE) or the school office.  The best way to reach me is by email.  My email address is dkrikour@fcusd.org.  Thank you!

I am accepting donations of hand sanitizer (to keep us healthy), and Clorox wipes (for the keyboards and tables), mini-glue sticks (for glue guns), webcams/digital cameras for stop animation projects and donations to classroom/club projects on http://www.donorschoose.org/mrsk1.
(cut on the line)

Parent/Student/Classroom Agreement

I have read and agree to abide by set classroom rules and regulations.  Parents please put your email on http://edline.net  so that I can get in touch with you if needed.  Check grades regularly.  A “0” grade means the student has not turned in the work.  I take late work up until the 2nd Friday before the trimester ends without penalty.  Thanks.,

Class Period _______

Parent’s Name (Printed) __________________________________

Parent Signature ________________________________________

Student’s Name (Printed) _________________________________

Student Signature _______________________________________

Please return this portion to me by Friday (8/19).  Thank you.  
