
Government in Athens



Aristocrats

ÅDemocracy was born in Ancient Greece 

in the city of Athens. Democracy is a 

form of a government in which people 

rule themselves. 

ÅHowever, Athens was ruled first by kings, 

and then by an oligarchy of aristocrats, 

or rich landowners.



Oligarchy

Early Athens was 

governed by a 

small group of 

powerful 

aristocrats. This 

type of 

government is 

called an 

oligarchy. 

Oligarchy means 

ñrule by a few.ò



Rebellion

ÅIn the 600s BC a group of rebels tried to 

overthrow the aristocrats. The rebellion 

failed and Draco gained power in Athens. 

Draco was a strict leader and was very 

unpopular. 

ÅHis successor, Solon, ruled that all free men 

were citizens who had a right to participate 

in government. 

ÅBut it was too late; people were tired of the 

aristocracy.



Draco

Draco was the first to codify 

Athenian laws or codes. These 

new codes were so stringent and 

harsh they became known as 

ñDraconian measures.ò His first act was a great 

and unexpected one, for 

he proclaimed that 

henceforth no one might 

be made a slave 

because he was unable 

to pay his debts.


