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An Advanced Society

A In southern Mesopotamia about 3000 BC,
people known as the Sumerians ( s00- MER-
ee-unz) created a complex, advanced
society.

A Most people in Sumer (SOO-muhr ) lived in
rural areas, but they were governed from
urban areas that controlled the surrounding
countryside.

A The size of the countryside controlled by each
of these city -states depended on its military
strength.

I Stronger city -states controlled larger
areas. Individual city - states gained and
lost power over time.
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