® ALEXANDER THE GREAT




MACEDONIA CONQUERS GREECE

About 360 BC Philip II of Macedonia
invaded Athens and won easily.

The rest of Greece surrendered. Philip's
victory resulted from his military strategy
and weaponry. For instance, he extended
the Greek 1dea of the phalanx by giving
each soldier a spear 16 feet long.

Philip planned to conquer Persia, but he
was murdered in 336 BC and his throne
passed to his 20-year-old son Alexander.



THE PHALANX
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With men holding 16-foot-long spears, a phalanx marches into battle.




ALEXANDER BUILDS AN EMPIRE

When Philip died, the people 1n the
Greek city of Thebes rebelled.

Alexander attacked Thebes and
enslaved the Theban people. He used
Thebes as an example of what would
happen 1f any other Greek 01tles

rebelled against him. o




ALEXANDER BUILDS AND EMPIRE

Alexander went on to defeat the Persians
time after time and to conquer Egypt. He
became ruler of what had been the
Persian empire.

Before his death at 33 years of age,
Alexander the Great had built an
empire stretching from the Adriatic Sea
west to India and to the Upper Nile in the
south.



|
¥
-
0
g

Alexander’s empire
Major battle site

Route of Alexander
and his armies

1% 300 Mdes

15 300Keometers

PAlexandria
Opiana

Aloxandrioes Forse iy A i INDIA

Arabian

Peninsula

7

04 €3¢ 0 ‘HIIdINY S ILVAYY) THI SHANXATY

Jpads asdoy e Buipl

SIQ4070) 'S "02eIBoU0I] oAUy (G
Uradl5 51 a1) 2unjad sijy uf '3eaus ayy Japuexa)y Jo aunjod e

O5|E 51 J@5UT *IN0QE PaEARL] JSPUEEE|Y 'BIPUL 0 BIUOPSIE]

W04 23004 5 J8pUExa(y N0 SdeW ] 'SNSS] PUE SNIUEID) I8
54615 2)338g Jolew smoys ose 3T 'aadws s JapUExay smous

ey

D9 £FE 0 "addwg S jeadn Uy JapUEsaly |

deu s141




ALEXANDER BUILDS AN EMPIRE

Alexander admired Greek culture and
worked to spread Greek influence by
founding cities in the lands he conquered.

He encouraged Greek settlers to move to
these new cities and as a result, Greek
became a common language throughout

Alexander's empire. A B F A E Z

Alpha Be ta Ga mma D It Ep I
{al-fan) {bay-tah}) [gam-2

H@IKAM

Eta Th ta Io ta K p;} L mIJd
{ay-tan - (eye-o-tan}

........

TZ‘DX‘I’%



SPREAD OF GREEK CULTURE

Even as he supported the spread of Greek
culture, however, Alexander encouraged
common people to keep their own customs
and traditions.

The new, blended culture that developed
1s called Hellenistic.

It was not purely Greek, but it was
heavily influenced by Greek 1deas.



HELLENISTIC KINGDOMS

Alexander died unexpectedly without an
obvious heir. With no clear direction, his
ogenerals fought for power.

Eventually, three distinct Hellenistic
kingdoms emerged: Macedonia (which
included Greece), Syria, and Egypt.

Although Hellenistic culture flourished in
all three kingdoms-1in particular,
Alexandria in Egypt became a great
center of culture and learning-all three

kingdoms fell to the growing power of
Rome between 60 and 30 BC.




